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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
     Record Group Number 186, Tennessee Supreme Court Administrative Records, spans 
the period 1915-1961, and contains approximately 200 items.  The record group consists 
of Tennessee Supreme Court actions including various case dismissals, amended orders, 
case extensions, various court decrees, Supreme Court appointments, and oaths of office.  
Several Federal records kept by Supreme Court Clerk, David S. Lansden, are also found 
including bank statements, account books, cancelled checks, receipts, and reports. 
     A well – know Tennessean, Lem Motlow, is the subject of one folder containing a 
copy of a pardon and correspondence regarding the same between Governor Rye, the 
Attorney General, and the Supreme Court. 
     These records were found in 1991 within an old safe that had been inaccessible for 
many years in the Supreme Court building in Nashville, Tennessee. Albert B. Neil, Jr., 
Chief Clerk of the State Supreme Court donated these records to the Tennessee State 
Library and Archives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INDEX 
 

Series Number        Series Title           Box Number____ 
 
            I  Tennessee Supreme Court Actions   1 
                                     Sub-Series Letter: 
                                      A. Dismissals  
                                      B. Amended Orders 
                                      C. Case Extensions 
                                      D. Supreme Court Appointments and Oaths of Office 
            II  Federal Supreme Court Actions   1 
            III  Financial Records     2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

Series Number:  
 
Box 1 
1        A.R. Brown – J.W. Turner      ca. 1926-34 
2        V.J. Alexander – State of Tennessee     ca. 1918-32 
3        American National Bank – John R. Thompson Co.   1922-34 
4        Bon-Air Coal and Iron Co. – State of Tennessee   1922 
5        Pardon of Lem Motlow and correspondence concerning same between  
            Governor Rye, Attorney General, and Supreme Court  1915 
6        Summons of Lee Clayton and Thomas Jones    1920 
7        Court order to Williamson Co. sheriff to incarcerate  
            McDowell and Wooten      1933 
8        Diminution of record – Wilkerson     No Date 
9        Clifford R. Allen – David S. Lansden      1907-34 
10      United State Supreme Court Dismissals and Reversals  ca. 1925-33 
 
Box 2 
1        Bank Statements – Supreme Court Clerk Lansden in account with  
            Farmers Merchants Bank      1923-24 
2        Account Books        1923-57 
3        Accounts – Miscellaneous Receipts      1922-26 
4        Cancelled Checks       1956-60 
5        State Capitol Account of I.W. Hyde     1917 
6        Receipts – Supreme Court Expenses     1917 
7        Receipts – Supreme Court Clerk to Supreme Court  
            (1926 report includes inventory of the 
               Supreme Court Library Collection)     1916-26 


